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Ce rapport de recherche intemationale comprend 3 feuilles. 
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1 . Base du rapport 

a. En ce qui conceme la langue, la recherche intemationale a et6 effectuee sur la base de la demande intemationale dans la 
langue dans laquelle elle a ete deposee, sauf indication contraire donnee sous le memo point 



□ 



la recherche intemationale a ete effectuee sur la base d*une traduction de la demande intemationale remise a radministration. 



b. En ce qui conceme les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acldes amines divulguees dans la demande intemationale (le cas echeant), 
fa recherche intemationale a et6 effectuee sur la base du listage des sequences : 
| | contenu dans ta demande intemationale, sous forme ecrits. 

deposee avec la demande intemationale, sous forme dechrffrable par ordinateur. 

rem is ulterieuremerit a radministration, sous forme ecrite. 

rem is utterieurement a radministration, sous forme dechrffrable par ordinateur. 



2. 
3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 



La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences presente par ecrtt et foci mi ulterieurement ne vas pas au-dela de la 
divulgation faite dans la demande telle que deposee, a ete foumie. 

La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous forme dechiffrabie par ordinateur sont identiques a celles 
du listage des sequences presente par ecrit, a ete foumie. 

II a ete estfme que certalnes revendlcatlons ne pouvalent pas falre I'objet d'une recherche (voir le cadre I). 
II y a absence d f unite de I'lnventlon (voir le cadre II). 



En ce qui conceme le titre, 

|T"| le tsxte est approuve tel qu'il a ete remis par le deposant 

| | Le texte a ete etabii par radministration et a la teneur suivarrte: 



5. En ce qui conceme I'abrege, 

r^J le texte est approuve tel qu'il a ete remis par le deposant 

□ le texte (reproduit dans le cadre III) a ete etabii par radministration conformement a la regie 38.2b). Le deposant peut 
presenter des observations a radministration dans un delai cfun mois a compter de la date d'expedrtion du present rapport 
de recherche intemationale. 

6. La figure des desstns a publier avec I'abrege est la Figure n° 2 



IX) suggeree par le deposant. Aucune des figures 

□ n'est a publier 
parce que le deposant n'a pas suggere de figure. 

| | parce que cette figure caracterise mieux invention. 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.,. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 

20 April 2001 (20.04.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
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International application No. 

PCT/FR00/00423 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ | the international application as originally filed 

[X] the description: 

pages 1-17 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



? filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-27 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

. filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

1 1 The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| [ the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 J 7). 

Y * Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-27 



1-27 



1-27 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: WO 98 10614 A (RITTER RUDOLF; HEUTSCHI WALTER 
(CH) ; MARTSCHITSCH ANDREAS (CH) ; PT) , 12 March 1998 
(1998-03-12) 

D2: EP-A-0 779 753 (AT & T WIRELESS SERVICES INC), 
18 June 1997 (1997-06-18) 

D3: WO 97 30561 A (ERICSSON GE MOBILE INC), 21 
August 1997 (1997-08-21) 

D4: EP-A-0 344 989 (TOKYO SHIBAURA ELECTRIC CO), 6 
December 1989 (1989-12-06) 

D5: US-A-5 428 666 (FYFE KIPLING W ET AL) , 27 June 
1995 (1995-06-27) 

D6: WO 92 19078 A (COMVIK GSM AB). , 29 October 1992 
(1992-10-29), cited in the application. 

2 . The subject matter of Claim 1 does not appear to 

involve an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) 
for the following reasons : 
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Document Dl describes, according to the main 
features of Claim 1, a method for identifying a 
subscriber in a first and second telecommunication 
network, wherein the subscriber has a mobile station 
with a subscriber identification module including 
means for identifying itself with a first 
telecommunication network under a first identity, 
and means for identifying itself with a second 
telecommunication network under a second identity 
(cf. page 5, lines 9-21), [such that] said method 
includes the following steps, wherein: 

■ a first telecommunication network is defined as 
having priority over the second telecommunication 
network (see below) ; 

■ [when] the mobile station [is on] in the coverage 
area of the first telecommunication network [...] , 
the subscriber identification module 
automatically identifies itself with the first 
telecommunication network under its first 
identity (page 11, lines 7-16; page 13, lines 1- 
5) . 

With regard to the fact that the first network 
(nominal network) has priority over the second 
(partner network) , document Dl implicitly specifies 
this in that when the mobile, - after a period in the 
partner network, is switched on in the nominal 
network, it once again selects the nominal network 
rather than the partner one. The networks are 
therefore given an order of priority. 

The method described in document Dl differs from 
that of Claim 1 in terms of the following steps: 
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■ when the subscriber identification module is 
identified in the second telecommunication 
network, a regular check is carried out to 
ascertain whether the mobile station enters the 
coverage area of the first telecommunication 
network by regularly re-initialising said mobile 
station; 

■ [when] the mobile station enters the coverage 
area of the first telecommunication network [...] , 
the subscriber identification module 
automatically identifies itself with the first 
telecommunication network under its first 
identity, without any subscriber intervention . 

The problem that the present invention aims to solve 
can therefore be considered to be that of providing 
automatic identification in a nominal network as 
soon as the coverage area of said nominal network is 
entered . 



This problem has already been addressed in document 
Dl . The solution described therein involves 
switching the device off and then on again, the 
latter systematically identifying itself with its 
nominal network if the mobile is within the coverage 
area thereof (cf . page 13, lines 1-25) . However, 
said document immediately points out that a more 
elegant means of initiating the UBICOM programme 
(whereby identification is carried out with the 
desired network) could be envisaged by a person 
skilled in the art (page 13, lines 26-27). 



A person skilled in the art, going over the prior 
art, would then have no difficulty in finding a 
solution to this problem in document D2, which 
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describes a method of registration with the most 
suitable network (same context as the present 
application) . The identification method is 
periodically initiated when the mobile has not been 
identified with the optimal network thereof (cf. 
column 6, lines 19-38). 

Consequently, a person skilled in the art, starting 
with the method defined in Dl and familiar with 
document D2 , would experience no particular 
difficulty in applying the solution described in 
document D2 to arrive at the method of Claim 1. 

3. The subject: matter of independent Claim 17 does not 

appear to involve an inventive step under PCT 
Article 33(3) for the following reason: 

Claim 17 defines a module for carrying out the 
method of Claim 1, and does not contain any means 
capable of contributing an additional inventive 
step . 

4 . Dependent Claims 2-16 and 18-27 do not appear to 

contain any additional feature which, in combination 
with the subject matter of the main claim, might 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). The 
features thereof can either be directly derived from 
the documents cited in the prior art, or are 
alternative embodiments with no inherent inventive 
content. In particular: 

(i) Claims 2 and 18: the fact that the method 
operates when the network coverage areas 
overlap is implicitly known from document Dl 
(page 12, line 24 to page 13, line 11) . 
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(ii) Claims 3 and 19: the fact that the programmes 


are located in a SIM board is 


already known 


from Dl (page 9, lines 6-13) . 





(iii) Claims 4 and 20: the erasure of a location 

means LOCI is already described in Dl (page 13, 
lines 8-11) . 



(iv) Claims 5 and 6: identification with a second 
network when the first is not accessible is 
known from Dl (page 13, lines 19-27). 



(v) Claims 7, 15 and 23: affecting an order of 

priority to the networks is already known from 
D2 (column 11, lines 25-43; Figure 9) . 



(vi) Claims 8 to 11 and 24 to 27: such means for 

determining loss of coverage, used to activate 
various functions, are well known to a person 
skilled in the art. 



(vii) Claims 12 and 13: the fact that identification 
with the first network is carried out using the 
second identity is already known from Dl (page 
11, lines 1-3) . Said document also describes 
the activation of the first identity (page 11, 
lines 7-12) . 



(viii) Claim 14: the transparency of 

re-initialisation is implicit from D2, since it 
is carried out without user intervention. 



(ix) The stages described in Claim 16 are well known 
to a person skilled in the art. 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/FR 00/00423 



(x) The means defined in Claims 21 and 22 are 
obvious for a person skilled in the art. 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

1. The independent Claims are not presented in the 
two-part form (PCT Rule 6.3(b)). 

2. Documents Dl and D2 have not been cited and briefly 
outlined in the introductory part of the 
description (PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii)). 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claim 1 has not been clearly defined (PCT Article 6). The 
third method step, i.e. "the mobile station enters the 
coverage area of the first telecommunication network" does 
not appear to be a step but a condition for the subsequent 
step, i.e. " the subscriber identification module 
automatically identifies itself The wording of Claim 1 

does not correctly reflect this fact. 
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